Writing Samples

In my career of writing and journalism, | have written
about everything from an award-winning series about
PCB and heavy-metal contamination in Alabama to a
Waffle House wedding.

I've interviewed tornado survivors who have lost loved
ones; people who lost everything because of addiction,
fire and accidents, people who have viewed visions of
The Virgin Mary in a treetop, musicians of all genres,
writers, poets carnival workers, the Claus family, war
survivors, Purple Heart recipients, athletes, ballerinas,
families, dogs (and their handlers), and more.

My bylines have appeared in Daily Newspapers: The
Evansville (IN) Courier, The Anniston (AL) Star and the
Clarion-Ledger in Mississippi; the Evansville Courier’s
county, weekly and bi-monthly publications including: The
Warrick Co. (IN) Courier, The Posey County (IN) News,
The Newburgh (IN) Register, The Chandler (IN) Post; the
Clarion-Ledger's Weekender and Features section, The
Clinton (MS) News and The Clinton Courier since 2011.

| have written for trade magazines, including Indiana
Business, my first paid freelance story about the oldest
pretzel company in Indiana that still hand-twists pretzels
in Tell City, using a secret family recipe; | have written for
Pizza Today and Catering Today trade magazines, and
worked trade shows in Las Vegas.

While working at the Anniston Star, | had a byline
story—above the “fold” -- on the front page of every
section of an entire Sunday edition, an unlikely goal I set
for myself and figured | would never accomplish.

FRONT: | shared a front page above-the-fold News
story with the sports editor about the race at Talladega
(Dale Earnhardt Sr. won).

FEATURES: My front-page Features story was about
Talladega wives that travel with their husbands in
luxurious travel trailers, enjoying cold beverages on an
outdoor patio while baking a roast for dinner and
monitoring their husband'’s radio frequency.

RELIGION: The front page Religion story featured the
traveling church that goes from racetrack to racetrack and
was established by racecar driver Jeff Gordon and his
former wife.

SPORTS: Wrote an at-the-track story about the
people, fans, infield action, etc. And spent time in the pits
interviewing racers and crew pit members.

Normally journalists shirk from writing weather stories,
however, | loved the challenge to bring life and
excitement to a weather story,

One week | led the front page for seven consecutive
days with a weather story about predicted snow that
never arrived. As the Deep South has no snow removal
equipment, people panicked and ransacked the stores,
buying everything in sight. | talked to grocers with empty
shelves; crazed shoppers; a baker making loaves of
bread very early in the morning while a line formed
outside; and | interviewed people who remembered the
12 inches of snow that debilitated the city and caused
deaths 20 years before.

A fall week in Anniston, when the leaves were at their
peak of incredible color, a photographer and | went to a
street with a beautiful, huge Chinese Gingko tree,
resplendent with color. An elderly woman was pushing a
wheeled cart under the limbs of the tree, which formed a
brilliant orange-gold arc over the sidewalk. | stopped to
chat with her and learned that her neighbors of more than
50 years, both deceased, planted the tree to celebrate
when they married and moved into their home, living their
whole lives there.

My stories, interviews and articles have appeared in
alternative publications such as NEWS4U (Evansuville,
IN), and music and arts magazine, The Weekly Planet,
The Jackson Free Press and The Nashville (TN) News
music magazine. My CD and concert reviews have been
printed in online and print publications too numerous to
remember.

Katherine R. Dougan



PCBs

Junk Iin the dust

B Last produced here
almost three decades ago,
PCBs have uprooted com-
munities and taken a chunk
out of the quality of life.

By Katherine R.
Dougan
Star Stat Writer

he guestions run hike a linany. and 1o the
public. 11 seems no one has answers

What are these chemacals i our water,
soil. blood and air? What do they do and
when will they leave” How do we hive
with them, il we must '

The answers about polychlonnated
biphenyls. or PCBs. both can canmnm
be found i reams of government docu-
ments. umversily and privale studies

Each study yields another repor. another study
What's left, frustrated residents and even sCientists say. is a

hngenng sense of uncenainiy

“As soon as an individual’s health is impacied by an envi-

- 1t b

Bryani. executive director of the
Alabama Environmental
Council. “It's scary. and there's
Just s0 much no one seems to
know.”

A federal government
report released in February
found sufficient levels of
PCBs in soil in pans of
Anmsion 1o present a public
health hazard

The report went on 1o say
that nw firm conclusions could
be drawn because of incomplete
data. however. just the

serious, scary.” sand Kirsten

of the presence of PCBs was
enough 1o draw more than 500
resadents 1o a public meeting on
Feb. 17

In mmid-February the
Environmental Protectiion
Agency opened a Superfund
office in Anmsion, which serves
as a base from which soil. water
and blood are being collected in
the search to define PCB conta-
mination

PCBs. first brought 1o public
atenuion when discovered here
in fish and creeks in 1993, have
become a public enemy.

The Agency lor Toxie
Substances and Disease
Registry hosted the local meet-
ing 10 explain findings of its
health consultation. Most resi-
dents. drawn 1o the meenng out
of fear and concern for their
health. didn’t want to hear
speeches — they wanted asction

Questions centered on w
levels in blood. soil and water
were harmful. Expens say those
quesnons aren’t casily
answered.

Dr. Rick Canady. senior wxi-
cologist with the ATSDR and
the principal author of the
health consultation, was cau-
uous about blood data

“Omne of the things about the
state of knowledge about PCBs
15 we don’t really know what
level in blood causes health
effects.” he said

According 1o Dr. Robert

m O
answers about PCBs.
Page 2D
B A look at the history
of PCBs in Anniston and
the nation and how we
got where we are.
Page 2D
B The public's knowl-
edge of science affects
how afraid it is of envi-
ronmental problems.
Page 3D
W Sources of informa-
tion about PCBs and pos-
sible related health
effects.
Page 3D
B An introduction to
the agencies and individ-
uals involved in
Anniston's PCB arena
Page 3D
W What might the
future hold for our area's
PCB forecast?
Page 4D

(-]

G. Kaley Il. director of
Environmental Affairs for
sa. 10 the U.S. population every -
Please see PCBs
Page 4D

Stephan GrotsThe Annmion Star
to determine if excessive levels of PCBs are embedded in the soil.
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PCB Q&A

Everything you wanted to know, but
were afraid to ask

Q. What are PCBs and why were they
invented?

A. Polychionnated tiphenyls werne thscov-
ered more than 100 years ago. Linded Siates
ngusines began using them in 1929, and they
were consioered sucCessiul because they were
ess hingly 10 calch hre than oingr CoOMPoUNas
neeced by They
and hammabile mneral-od insulatng fluas used

in schools, hospdals, ofice buidings and facto-
nes it was hoped ihe less-compustibie PCBs
Wwould make workpiaces and Dusinesses saler

Q. What were they used for?

A. They were used worddwice in transionmm-
ers. elocincal apphances, hydraulic hiusds.
paints, panting iNks. CArboniess copy paper.
sealents and aghesves. They were also used
1o make battie plastics more Nexible and

thoy wore . a5 &n ingre-
chant i children's paamas

Q. When did scientists learn
PCBs might be dangerous?

A. The trans PCBEs were ini-
ually praised for pecame con-
cems around the 1960s
Because they don't break down ﬂ
readily, PCBs got Mo the envi-
ronment — sod, air. lood cnamn
Crueshons over the health con-
cems of PCBs arose, especial-
ly as testing revealed they
wene — and still are — in
some leveis all over the

cancers, sparking general
pubkc health concem over

the chemicals for R"ﬂlcﬂ:‘:
Q. How do they get Solutia, g4,

into the body? (rater discharge
A. Aesearchers ant.

bebeve most PCB expo-

sure today 1s through the diet. Since

the compounds collect in fatty hissues. they can
accumulate in fish, eggs and cther comman
food products harvested from affected areas
For example. near the West Anniston Soluta
plant. some famiies kept chickens in their
yards, and inose chickens, through contact with
the dint, could have been PCB carners. Children
are commonky
exposed 1o PCBs i
they eat ain contain- (G

ing some of the com- e'

PCBs can also be
through

the skin or inhaled,

are no longer manulactured. scien-

tists believe it's less likely that people would be
exposed through the air. A more kely way s
through sod contact or contaminated household
dust

Q. How do you avold coming in contact
with PCBs?

A. There are a few steps people can take
without being too alarmest. For example, since
no one 18 sure yet how widespread PCBs may
be in the area, pecple working in gardens or
with soil should wear gloves and wash their
hands thoroughly and ohen. Leave gardening
shoas outside of the main iving area 1o avosd

possible PCB-laced dust nto the

Q. Dneﬂnmbony how long do PCBs

stay?

A. There are some 209 chemicals thal make
up PCBs, 50 the durabilty vanes with each
PCB type. Their durability, or how long they stay
around in the soil or tha body, is measured by 8
half-ide manging from as Ittke as & month 1o as
long s 20 years;
the average hail-

Heol PCBsis 10 O o
years a

Here's how
hall-ite works:
Say you have a
level of 4 in
your biood. In
10 years. that
level would be
2. Ten more
years, thal level
would be 1, and the process would con-
Bnue, with each 10-year span cutiing the
remaining level of PCBs by 50 percent or in
natf.

Q. How do you get them out ol your
T

A. Doctors say nght now there's no chnical
way 1o remove PCBs from the body. They store
in fatty tissue. and some are expressed through
a mother's breast milk. Mo research has studved
what mpact, # any, losng body fat would have
on PCB levels.

Because the hall-ie of PCBs vanes. it's hard
1o lell what intial PCB someocne may have been
exposed 1o, Peopie may have been exposed 15
years ago 1o a vanety with a shoner hail-ile,
and that PCB might no longer show up in their
blocd

Swenrgn
T TP e —

Projtcu at

L —

Q. What level of PCBs does it take to
harm you?

A. Agan. the evidence is stll oul on speahc
heain ehects PCBs have on humans Ammal
StudWes Nave knxed Nem 10 @ vanety of can-
cers. but Noiing Conclusve Nas been proven
about humans exposed. One study. a small
ong, dd ink PCB exposure 10 & skin cancer in
a group of men exposed 1o PCBs through e
work. Possibie il health effects that could be
nied 1o PCBs, such as low birtn wesght. can
nave many causes besioes PCB exposure

Gven that, it's hard (o say what level of
PCBs a person couid be exposed 1o and not be
aflected or be aoversely aected. Levels do
bl up in the Dody, stored in fal, and are siow
1o dessipate. cepending on the type of PCB A

ONe-tiMme SXposure could cause an
biood level The way a person's body might be
afiecied vanes from one person 1o
anoiher and one PCB
compound 10 ancther
Q. How far from a plant
or dump site can PCBs
spread?
A. Government scientsts
studying the Annision PCB
SNUANoN say they re Nopng
1o get a botler dea of how
widespread environmental
PCBs are i this area No
one knows how lar PCBs can
spread, although creeks and
contaminated cin are two pos-
sible ways
The Emaronmental Protection
Agency will 0o testng in an
evef-widening circie around the
Sciuta plant in West Annusion 1o
provide one answar 1o INis gues-
non.
Storm Q. How do you know i you
lm at  should get your family's blood
tested for PCBs?
A. Tne general test lor PCB ievels
costs about $150 or $100; looking
for more specific forms of PCBs can cost
$1,000. Because of the expense, govemment

Siannen CiroesT ne Ancesion S

American and OSHA flags wave in the wind while white smoke billows out of stacks at Solutia.

Chemical instability

PCBs miss their mark in history

ed PCBs pose a hazard 1o the environ.
ment and human health.

By Katherine R. an
Star Stafl Writer
Al the tum of the century, polychl

nnated biphenyis. or PCBs. were o
breakthrough compound. a remarkahle
chemacal wouted o reduce nsk of fires w
office huildings. hospuals, schools and
lactones

Amencan industry embraced PCBs
and began mass production in 1924

Mo o generation later. tus wounder
chermacal 15 under attack by a public
cohwerned about health and the role
PCBs play n the world's environmental
scene

stopped manu-
factunng PCBs i 197 1. and production
of PCBs in the United States was
banned in 1977

Although PCB production ceased in
1971, some electnical equipiment con-
taming PCBs ix sull bemng used, sad
Alahama Power spokesman Buddy
Eiland The U.S. Envirommenial
Protecuon Agency authonzes the egquip:
MRt 10 remain in service “lor the useful
¢ of the equipment.” Edand said. The
equipment 15 canefully monnored

ling w EPA protocol, he sad.

The synthetic ch J
were considered an amazing dmmrn
hecause of their flame-retardant proper-
ek Md r:puah- replaced combustble
flunds

mn sis haven't
ting for famikes iving outsioe what's believed
Iu be the cngmal PCB exposure area. Exparts
are hopng as they leam more about how wide-
spread PCBs might be in the Anmiston area
environmant they Il be able 10 give res:-

oents a bener idea
of who needs 1o get
tested

Q. How many other

communities are

like Anniston, facing

a PCB clean-up?

A, NO sites in the
United States mirror
Anniston’s stuaton
Some other sites have

PCB contaminaton, but
other chermicals are usu-
involved 100

Q. Are PCBs still produced and used any-
where in the world?

A. PCBs are still beng manutactured i
Russa. In the U.S. and Canada, PCBs remain
n resincled use. PCBs are no longar manuiac-
tured mn Mexco, bul remain in use.

Q. Left alone, would PCBs ever break
down and dissipate from an area on their
own?

A. PCBs have a tenacious makeup that
does not let them break down readily. They can
nger in an area for many years. Once in the
emironmaent. they spread throughout the jood
chain. Most people have some form of PCBs n
their bicodstream

Q. Are puph still being exposed 1o
PCBa?

A. Some children bom after 1995, when
Soluta began cleanng up West Anniston's
PCBs, hldlw.bnht biood tests, but the
Lt aren’t
mﬂm“lwlﬂ'ﬂ"l‘lh and i so,

whare the “resh”™ exposure might
come from
Q. How do they clean
up PCBs in an area?

A. To keep PCBs from

leaching off Sclutia prop-

erty. defunct landfills were
covened with layers of
heavy iners, gec-fabnc
and cean soil They're
topped with high-density
polyethelene. Eighteen
nches of soil s mounoed
on 1op. then covered witn six
inches of topscd and a vegetatve covenng.

To contain fioodwater contamination,
drainage diches channel water into a concrete
retainer. Actvate carbon hiters capture remain-
ing PCBs. Fitered water eventually winds up in
Snow and creaks on its way 1o the
Coosa River

Sources: Environmental Protecton Agency.
Soiuta, the Natonal institufes of Health, the
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease
Regsiry, Natonal Cancer instiute, Jacksomville
State University

Star Stalt Writer Katherine R. Dougan and
Special Projects Editor Laura Tutor con-
tributed o this story.

I‘C‘Bn are good insulatons, which

“Transfonners have a very long use-
ife. They present no danger, which

v EPA has authonized those 1o stay
we. They are commned,” Eiland
sand "W deal with a product (cb

The congeners differ bused upon the
locanon and number of chisnne atoms
attsched 10 the nngs of the bipheny|
nedecule

Muonsanto made a vanety of Arochor
products at the Anmiston plant and
assigned a difterent numencal desipna-
won o each Aroclor product based upon
e average chlunne content of the
product

For example. Aroclor 1242 was o
comples mixiure of congeners that con-
tauned about 42 percent chlonne by
wetght: Aroclor 1260 contuned appros-
imately 60 percent chionne by weighs,
Kaley sad.

“1 think we ve leamed cenunly over
the past three decades that PCHs can be

wery persistent i the environment, but

not always persastent.” saud Dr. John

Famngion. 4 g at Wood's
Hole € hic Instituie in

makes them perfect for use
as lubncants and coolanis
n wransformers and other
electncal equpment. For
decades PCBs were used

Cape Cod. Famngion's area of
eapernise is with how PCBs ravel
through the environment
Swmetimes PCHs can be trans-

copy paper. sealants. adhe-
sives. and as plasucizers 1o
make baitle plasuc pliable
Soon PCHs were manu-
factured worldwide. In the
United States. PCHs were
produced under the rade

formed by reacions with oxygen. or
wansfonmed i areas thal don’t have
a lot of oxygen. such as mud.
Famngion said. Sometimes these
reacuons can cause PCHs 1o lose
soume of thew chlonne atoms, which
makes the PCBs disperse mare casi-
Iy imo the environiment

The that are difficull 10

name Aroclor, The Japanese

but also Sanothern and
Kaneclor. In Germany
PCBs went by the rrade naumne Clophen,
and were called Pyralene and Phenoclor
n France

el the very charactenstics uu:
miade PCBs so versatile and d

Sieonen Grots The Arnaian S
produced not only Aroclors.  Solutia, formerly Monsanto, has been a fixture in

the area since 1917,

1y that's very deadly, but it can also be
hamessed and handled. That's why our
biggest issue 18 safery.”

PCBs are syntheuc chernical com-
pounds cumuu%;:,ol' chlunne, carbon

made them tough 1o remove from llle
environment

In the mid- | 96ik. PCBs were found
n soel and wildlife, arousing concemns
about their effects on human health and
the enviromnent. Research confirmed
that soime PCBs degrade slowly in the
environment and can build up in the
Tood chan. notably in fish and fish-cat-
ng bords.

Public atiention focused on PCBs in
1968 after people were possoned
Yusho, Japan. The mnd:n:,‘u:u first

oil comauminated with PCBs. In this
wncident, and in a sumilar meident thas
occurred in 1978-79 in Taswan, con-
sumption of PCB-contarminated nce-
bran ol resulted in chloracne. fatgue,
nausea and liver disorders.

A prelimnary repont following the
Japanese incident saud hiver cancer
among Japanese males was significanily
mncreased. However, the uneven geo-
graphuc distnbuton of liver cancers
Ibetween the two areas of western Japan
wvolved in the incident suggests thal
factors other than just the nce-oil pos
somng were involved, according o a
report published by the American
Council on Science and Health. Both
the Japan and Tarwan incidentis height-
ened concerns over the safety of PCBs.

By 1972, scienufic evidence suggest-

i F anc
formed when chlonne aiwns bond with
heat 10 a chermical compound reacton
of benzene and biphenyls. The du:mu\
of PCBs depends on the

address are what the adverse
unpacts and effects of that mixture
are, Famngion said.
PCBs are still being manufactured in
Russia. Kaley said In the U.S. and
Canadu. PCBs remain in restncled use
PCBs are po longer manufactured in
Mexwo. bul remain in use

The mite where Soluta stands has o
hastory of producuon of a vanety of
chermicals

Southern Manganese Corp. of
A 1 fi

chionne, saud Dr. Roben G, Kiley I:I
direcior of Environmental Affairs for
Soluua

A lower percentage of chlonne
results in & substance the density of &
clear oal. whereas a higher percentage of
chlonne produces a substance the con-
sistency of clay. Kaley sad

PCBs were manufaciured and widely
used because they did a good job and
WETE INEXpEnsIVE 1o produce

The chemical stability of PCB com-
pounds 15 unique. They are resistant 1o
acid-base reactions. hydrolysis. chermi-
& d hotodesrad the

ganese, fermo-silicon. fermo-phosphorous
compounds and phosphonc acid a1 the
plant site beginmng n 1917

Southern Manganese began produc.
won of iphenyls in the late 1920s. In
1930, Southemn Manganess became
Swann Chemical Co.. the company that
developed PCBs. Monsanio Co. pur-
chased Swann in 1935, and contnued
production of PCBs unul 1971, In 1997,
Maonsanio renamed is chemical busi-
ness Soluna

In addinon 1o PCHs. Monsanto man-

changes and most chemical agents.

As a result of tus swability. they are
generally poorly metabolized by biolog-
IC systems

A clear-oil density of PCBs, which
contuns a lower content of chlonne.
disspates more easily ino the environ-
iment. whaile a clay-hke density clings 1o
organic matter, such as soil

This makes removing PCBs from the
environment difficult. There are 209 dif-
ferent chermical struciures for PCBs
These structures are known as con-
geners. which Kaley descnbes as chem:-
scal cousing

sulfide, p:lm nitrophenal and
polyphenyl compounds
Suluua C:::nliy manula:mru para-

al the plant site ; i

Since 1917, hazardous and nonhaz-
ardous wastes were disposed of al two
landfills ot the sile. A six-acre landfill al
the southwest side of the facility, nonh
of Alabama 202. was used for disposal
froum the mad- 193 unul 1961, when it
was closed. A landfill southeast of the
plant. south of Alahama 202. was
opened and used fur waste disposal
unul 1988

About the authors

Kathenne R. Dougan covers the |-20 comdor for
ne Star, a geographic area extending from
(]

After graduating
tmm Waestern Kentucky

Laura Tutor

Monkey's Ey

Dougan
Anniston two years ago, and has also taken an interest in covenng

the couns and police beal,
assignmaent stones, occasional features and MuUsIc
reviews for The Star,

A native of southemn Indiana, Ms. Dougan eamed
her undergraduale degree in pant joumalism from
the Unversity of Southern inchana in 1994, loliowed
by master's studims in English and creative wnting
! the University of Lowsville. She moved 1o

y. She has
and writes general

. or PCBs.

lum joined The Star in
1992 as the police and
cour reponer. In six
years at the paper, she
aiso covered the chil-
dren and tamily beat
and wrole leatures and
klestyle stones

Mrs. Tutor became The Star's special
Projects editor in October 15999

Tutor
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A crowd of more than 500 ¥
Meeting Center.

& public

sy The Anresion Siar

e
g on the effects of PCBs on the community at the Anniston City

Knowledge unlocks mystery
of polychlorinated biphenyls

By Laura Tutor

Special Projects Editor
n the world of public informu-
uon and education. experis say
there are few combinations more
volatile than the cockiail of
health. fear and science
ANNISION § current concern
over PCBs is kind of hike aking
gazoline, lacing it with wil and

PCB education

Expens advise resigents 1o edu- |
cate themseives about PCBs. In add-
Hon 1o public libranes, here are some
other possible sources. Although a
wealth of informaton is avasiable on
the Intermet through the World Wide
Web. peopie should know that not all
on the Web is or can be

tossing a maich on 1op, and
educators famabiar with the chemical conta-
mination in West Annision say. A general
public lack of knowledge about science.
mixed with anecdotal and some statistical
information about PCHB-related health prob-
lems, has created an atmosphere in which
the people who need questions answered
the most are almost oo afraid — or oo
angry — 1o ask

However, for the public 10 be served, for
people 1o be safe, they must find o way o
get past their fear and anger 1o the -
non they need 1o make informed decisions.,
said Dr. Barbara Slade, semior medical offi-
cer of the Agency for Toxic Substances and
Disease Registry. a division of the LS
Depaniment of Health and Human Services.

The unk = and not T
them — are a big contributor 1o public fear,
said Dr. Doug Rokke. a visiting assistant
professor of environmental science and
engineenng at Jacksonville State
University. Even when the public 15 pre-
sented with information, the language of
environmental matters can be overwhelm-
ing. he sad

I ean sit there all day long and make
some comments, but | might as well be
speaking a foreign language.” said Rokke,
whe ciled a national survey that estimated

ventied. expens said
aaa
These are some Web siles recom-
mended by people merviewed for this

ntmi

www. lda.gov

niip:iiehis, miens nih.gov

www.nalure. nps. govitoncingex. htmi

Www.epa.gov

www lema. gov

www adem state al.us

| www.rmis. com/db/bookmedic. html
320

Copies of the Anniston-PCBs
Health Consultation from the Agency
for Toxic Substances and Disease
Fegistry can be found at:

+ Anniston Public Library, 108 E,
10th St

= Carver Library, 722 W. 14th St.

= Community Against Poliution
Headquaners, 1012 W. 15th St

= EPA Community Center, 1313
Nobie 5t

only about 4 percent of A have an
beq & ol ¥ biolo-
gY. physics and anatomy and physiology.

‘When people charged with educating the
public. such as Dr. Slade. 1alk 1o citizens
about chermicals, contamination and health
effects. ofien the reaction is outrage and
anger. Couple that with phrases incluging
“cancer.” “morality.” “low binh-weight.”
and the fear 1s hard 10 contain.

“It’s hard 1o inform them without scar-
ng them,” said Dr. Slade. who outlined
some of the possible health nsks associated
with PCBs. “You don’t want to get them 1o
think that they have all these healih

effecis.”

Anger and fear cloud a person’s judg-
ment and cogmuve ability. said Dr. Claudia
McDade. u professor of psychology a
Jacksonville State University. When enough
anger builds up in a group. 1t spreads 1o
people who would ordinanly be calm. she
said.

“It’s sort of like chansmauc or evangeh-
cal rebigious proups.” she saxd. “One person
geis the spint. and it's contagious ™

That spartt 1s el

tor for the Alabama Environmental
Council. Nothing hits folks harder than
telling thein their children and grandehil-
dren may pet sick. However. she added
there comes a nine when the public's ven-
ing becomes counterproductive and keeps
peeple from learming what they need 1o
now

On the heels of ignorance 1s a general
misirust of the government, Rokke said
From the Tuskegee syphilis studies 1o the
current scandal over fauliy the

Chemicals in our midst

Here's a bnet hmebne of Anmiston s PCB nistory

1993 Tne Alapama Depanment of Environmental Managemen!
studies conlammation of polychionnated bipnenyis in fish Lissue lests
in Snow and Choccolocco creeks. ADEM oetermined that PCBs
could be coming from drainage ditlcnes leaaing from the Monsanto
plant in West Anmiston to Snow Creek

1994 Monsanto notifies ADEM that the West End Landhli. which
had been sold to Alabama Power in the 1960s. hag an on-going
release of PCBs because the landlill cover had been aisturbed during
some construction

September 1994 ADEM gets a report, “West End Landhil — Sie
Investiganon, Seplember 1994." It was the result ol several months of
studying the lanafill
Another study was
slaned 1o see what
could be done to fix the
contamination problem

1995 The Alabama
Department of Public
Health and Agency for
Toxic Substances and
Disease Registry con-
ducts an exposure
investigation in the
C /Sweet Valley
community.

February 1985 The
Focused Feasibility
Study leads to a redesign of the landlill cover.

April 1995 ADEM negotiates a Consent Order with Monsanto to
address possible sources of contamination other than the West End
landfill. Monsanto is required 1o do PCB sampling. which shows that
drainage dilches and adjacent residential areas are aftected. As a
resull, Monsanto begins a property buyout and resident relocation
program.

May 1995 Redesign of West End landlill cover submitted to ADEM

September 1995 Monsanio begins recapping the landtill. It takes
one year.

October 1995 Upon

Siaphen Gross’Tne Arcesion Sias
ADEM that the West End
Landfill had an ongoing release of PCBs
because the landfill cover had been disturbed
during construction.

jpublic harbors o suspicion that the people
talking to them are hiding something

Rokke said that's a valid mistrust, and
that 15 why it’s impaortant for people 10 edu-
cate themselves. He ges several calls and
e-mails a day from people asking the best
way to get their own information about
health and how chemicals can affect them

Ms. Bryani advises groups or individual
citizens 1o develop a bist of specific ques-
uons. Get those addressed, siudy the
answers. and come back for more informa-
nion 10 see how they apply on a personal
level. There are also nauonal advocacy
Eroups that have experts who specialize in
presentng information in a way the public
can understand, she said. If one group of
Anniston residents feels it can’t sift through
the reports stemming from PC should
find a more expenenced group that can,

Dr. Slade said it's sometimes more
effective for people 1o pet their questions
answered one-on-one. That way the expert
informing them can tell if they re getung
the message across

Some of the information 1s “scientifical-
Iy e ~ said Mollie Freier. coordinator of
instructional services a1 JSU. Public
libranes can connect ressdents with reliable
sources of information and hrlp them wan-
der through the maze of siudies and reporns.

And since research changes quickly,
don't rely on tems that are 100 old. Also, if
some study or repon seems incredible, be
skeptical unless similar findings can be
found or confirmed from other sources

A wealth of information is available on
the World Wide Web, Rokke and Ms. Freier
sard. But they caution that much Internet
information may not be reliable, so always
cunsider the source

“All of this stufl gets real difficult for

o " Rokke said.

— and unavoidable — when health is a1
stake, sand Kirsien Bryant. executive direc-

“"When people see something they don't
undersiand. 1t’s scary.”

cor of the first
ADPH and ATSDR
health consultation, the
second investigation
into residential expo-
sure begins. ADPH
offers blood testing to
all individuals who lived
or worked in the area
and were al least one
year old. Twenty-eight
of 103 people had high
levels of PCBs in their
blood.

March 8, 1996 A second Consent Order provides for wider remedi-
ation of PCB affected areas. This order was designed to minimize the
risk of exposure to people living in near contaminated areas.

January 1997 ADEM signs the permit updating Monsanto's
requirements for closing the landfill. It imposes long-lerm remediation
on the company.

Aprii-June 1998 Solutia puts in a revised work plan to investigate
more on-site and off-site areas affected. Additional sampling is done,

g itional in fo of soil, . surface waler
and ground water possibly affected.

D 1999 F . concerned aboul contamination and
their health, meet to discuss PCBs. That leads 10 the Environmental
Protection Agency setting up a local Superfund office about two
months later.

February 2000 A federal government report finds PCBs in soil and
air samples. Soil in Anniston yards is sampled, and the search for
PCBs continues.

Source: Alab, Dep
and the Agency for Toxic S

Shepran GrossThe Aneaion ke
Solutia Field Techs, Dan Hoadley and Vonda
Turman check waler below the landilll across
from Alabama 202 near Solutia.

of Envir

and Di;

Registry.

to learn about PCBs

Public awareness and where to go

Against Pollution, or CAP

pany paid about $1.7 million to relocate the Bethel

Anmston nanve David Baker
Against Pollunion in November 1999, Born 1n West
Anmiston, Baker lived away from Annision for 25
years, before moving back in 1993, In 1998, Baker
said he was visiting a lady on Buttermilk Road who
said she was having healih problems.

CAP received a $16.000 grant from the EPA, but
needs financial assistance from the public 1o fund the
organization. Baker said Mosi of the board members
have full-tine jobs and volunteer their ime. CAP staff
members receive a small stipend, he said. Baker, the
Rev. Thomas Long. and several other CAP members
are linganis i the suit agamst Solutia
Solutia Inc.

In 193% Monsanio acquired o chermical plant in
Anniston from Swann Chemical Co, The Anmiston
plant had been 1n operation since about 1917, From
around 1929 10 1971, Swann — and then Monsanio,

afier 1935 — manufaciured polychlonnated biphenyls.

or PCBs at the Anmision plant.

Monsanto tenminated sale of PCBs for all uses
excepl as diel fuids in el n
1970-1972. Between 1972 and mid- 1977, Monsanio
continued (o make and sell PCBs only for dielecinic
uses because there was no way for the elecine power
industry 10 substitute for PCB products.

Solutia has speat more than $30 million 10 remedy
PCB n A by cl g up prob-
bemn sites and buying contaminated propeny. The com-

y Bapust Church.
Litigants in sult against Solutia

Anmston atiorney Donald Stewan represents 3,600
hiuganis in their lawsuil aganst Soluna. The litigants
seek compensation for irespass. damages 1o their prop-
eny and personal injunes because of body burdens of
PCBs. Stewan said

1 became invalved with the Mars Hill Church in
1995, After that | began to talk 1o the people.” Stewan
said. A 53 million senlement was reached between
Mars Hill Bapust Church and Solutia in 1998

“Medical monitoning 1s some reliel we're seeking
We're seekang pumitive damages because of the way in
which b acts of lig: or ires-
pass thai resulied in the course of contamination of
property and people having 1t (PCBs) in their body.
We 're seeking injuncuve relief, asking that the count
prevent future releases of PCBs from the plant sie,”
Stewart sad

After the initial tnal date had been set, Soluua peti-
uoned the state Supreme Court with a wnit of man-
damus. asking the high courn “1o review cerain rulings
made here by the tnal coun judge.” Stewarn said,
Stewan could make no further comments because of

Py Agency ad
the Superfund program Superfund s prionty s 1o elimi-

nate any public danger from hazardous waste sites,

admimisiers all major federal environmental laws

said Karen Knight, 's on-sile

Since Superfund was staried in 1980, EPA has con-
ducted more than 3.000 emergency response actions
The Anmiston office a1 1312 Noble 5t. 15 the base for
area testing of soil, water and blood for

The process i1s pronged,

Ms, Knight said. The first phase involves taking sam-
ples from about 70 areas while also sampling from
houses in surrounding areas. north and south of
Alabama 202
Agency for Toxic Substances, Disease Registry

The ATSDR is a public health division of the LS.
Depaniment of Health and Human Services. The
agency 15 respansible for preventing or reducing the

luding the Clean Arr. Clean Water and Safe
Drinking Water acts and federal sulid and hazardous
wasie laws.

Under the Resource Conservation Recovery Act
ADEM is responsible for monitoning remediation
activines at Soluta
Alabama Department of Public Health

Since 1992, the Risk Assessment and Toxicology
Branch of the ADPH has recerved funding from the
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Regisiry 10
deterrine the public health impact of hazardous chem-
icals in the environment

The branch’s recem efforts 1w reduce exposure
include fish 1

hanmful effects of exp o

ATSDR advises the EPA as well as other federal
and stale agencies. community members. and other
interestied parties on the health impacts of hazardous
waste sites and toxic spills.

ATSDR idenufies communities where people might
be exposed 10 b in the en
ment. ATSDR conducts studies in some communities
al o near hazardous waste sites and toxic spills

ATSDR educates doctors, other health care profes-
sionals and communities about the health effects of
harardous substances and how 1o lessen exposure

of

and supy I lemporary or

The ADPH's Hazardous Substances Emergency Event
Surveillunce System compiles data un the acute health
effects caused by the acoidental release of hazardous
substances.

— Katherine R. Dougan
Sources: Enviemmental Protection Agency. Ageney
toir Toxie Substances und Diseave Regiviey. Alubame
Department of Environmental Managemens, Alabuma
Depertment of Public Health, Sedutio Dyrector
E

Er { Aftutes Rohert G. Kulev I, Ph.D,

A 1982 lepisl. act the Alab,
& of E I ADEM

atterrney Donald Stewarr, PC. and David
Buker, president of Community Aguinst Pellution



PCRBs: Junk IN THE DusT

Al b St ke 2t

Rebuilding
community
can be long

and tedious
Syt nDogm

1's gquieter pow than it used o be.
Famailies have moved. churches have
relocated. and people who once called
part of West Anmision hoimne wonder
whal's left
Long after Cobbiown and Sweet
Valley stop being commanities. the
legacy of PCBs produced along
Alabama 202 will remain. residents
say. Other
— anes that have been sirafed by
chemmicals before — say the road back 10 civie health
and wellness can seem endless.

Anniston's inp down that road has just begun.
'ﬂ!pﬂiﬂlmi probably a lot larger than we've
identified.” suid Doug Rokke. a visiting assistant pro-

fessor of environmental science and engineenng al
Jacksonville State Univers:
“And whai are the ampl:nnnm e

Cleanup or remediation of PCBs 15 new 1o the
Anmston area. with costs of remediation hiting $30
million and nsing.

Solutia Inc.. formerly Monsanto Co.. stanted reme-
dianon efforts 1 1995, moving mountains of PCB-
free sl atop |I|¢ pl:nt s old landfill areas. sealing

and water
Mlow from Caldwuﬂ Mountain. all in an effor 1
contain PCBs from rigrating into soil and water.

PCBs were produced at the Monsanto plant for
nearly S0 years until they were du:nﬂllnu:d w1971,

PCHs were widely used as It

v &

j_lv:‘._*-

Craig Branchfield. remedial projects manager for
Soluna. sad the company believes comectve mea-
sures taken in the Annision area are the best way 10
manage these PCBs.

How long does it 1ake 10 effectively remove or
eluminate comaminaton from an area” Can it be done

matenials and lubncants. The United States stopped

making them in 1977 because of the health effects

associated with exposure. Pre-1977 ucts may still

contain PCBs. which include things like old fuore

cent lighung fixiures. elecineal iransfonmers of some
hances.

But, Rokke said. PCBs haven’t been produced here
for years, and yet they re still wrning up in the earth
and in bodies. That, he said, bodes ill for gewung the
problem under control. Salving an environmental

. e sabd. will require a team effon.

The EPA Superfund recently set up an office in
Annision al the request of concerned citizens 10 con-
duct soil, blond and air samples and determine
whether remediation 15 needed 1n a larger geographic
area than previous effons indicated

ly* And what happens 1o a n the

mumuwmwmmmmmm.mmumubmmmmmmmn
another bullding in west Anniston.

roots groups with organizing. providing techmical and
general information nahonwide.

CHEJ's effons have helped groups such as the
Housatonic River Iniiative get staned.

The Pusfield. Mass -based Housatonic River
Iminiative, ut HRI. formed w 1992, 15 a nonprofit

0
""‘-l‘i';w clean 15 clean?” is a question Lous Gibbs 1
asked ofien. she said. In the comparatively short his-
tory of Mrs

County i working 1o
reclam v.hz Housatonic River sysiem from neglect
and PCB contamination.

A General Electne plant burn facility in Pintsfield

Gibbs has more than 20 vears of expenence.

She spearheaded the effort which resulted in the
cleanup of a 20.000-10n 1oaxic-chemical dump in
N.Y. Dvoxin was the chemical culpnt at
€. however. it ook more than two
years (o prompt President Jimmy Carter (o deliver an
emergency declaraton which moved %00 families
from this hazardous area.

Mrs. Gibhs serves as executive director of the
Center for Health. Env and Justice,

d the niver and area with PCBs — areas
which I homes,
yards and plqypmd

Remediation efforts are still under way in Pittsficld
I.nr'ily Iucam the EPA. the Massachusets

or DEP. and

lleturl.lEhctncC ymlryw;luﬂ:ndt
how and 1o what extent the first hall-mile of the
Housatonic River will be cleaned.

Cleanup effons in Pisfield differ from Anniston

school-

the Citizens Cleannghouse for Hazard Wasies. an
orgunization that has assisted more than 8,000 grass-

snce g PCBs from a nver is not the chal-
lenge here.
Conwamination from area creeks has either been

CORAITITI 1
ol the lines imaten

WAL M I e i and o veg

elative coner, Braiwhticld sad
When dealmg with relocation

spurred by remediainn, CHE) suy

BESIS U CONITRMIAC AW apprasch

“Is really hard an the peophe
bevause they e bemg ginven oo
that aren’t really good chowes.’
Mrs. Gibps said

detimed. Mrs. Gibbs
there 1% po wady o know 1l cunrent
wlean standards are really adeguan

“PCHs adhere (o carpeung. W Moo
ing. w dusi. For the most pant s
P nuch there and 11's not going
anywhere,” Mrs. Gibbs said

Often the che are enther monwe
or don't move, withoul aeighbor -
hoods and communities being taken
o consideration, Mrs. Gibbs saud

And no one can say for sure
whether arcas wrecked by chemwal
contamination ever will be safe
places tw live again

Solutia's cleanup effons included
purchasing about 70 preces of prop-
eny in west Anmsion. In the
process. the communines of Cobbunn, Montruse and
Sweet Valley are gone.

The trauma of relocation 15 not a new stary, but

when rel 15 DECEssary. a workable
solution can be resched.

Mrs. Gibbs cites a community m Centralia. Penn..
which had an old longwall mine beneath the ground
A fire in the old mine had been buming under-
ground for a long penod of tme. with houses on the

ground above collapsing 1o the rine shafts

When il was detenmined the commumity needed 1o
be relocated. a plot of land was scquired the same
size of the community’s previous location,

10 4 new neighborhood u
move with the group, but they had a choice,”
Gibbs said.

“It's another way 1o look at i, whether u's five
homes or 50 hmmllilul*ywllnlllul‘flym
pwple are not losing what they have.™

Special Projects Editor Laura Tutor con-
mmuumsm

PCBs: Polychlorinated biphenyls were first discovered in fish and warerways in Calhoun

From Page 10

body has a litthe bit of PCBs in their sysiem.
“Background levels are generally con-
sidered 10 be 2U pans per billion or less;
mayhe even up to 40 pans per billion.”
said. “Most of the levels are lower
than that: the average is probably 5 10 6
pans per billon.”

A pan per billion is aboul the same as o
single drop of water in a swimmang pool
filled with water.

“Nobody has established for any chemi-
cal what is considered a safe or unsale

Jusuce. or CHEJ. in Falls Church. Va.
“'I'tnupmol'u:muemunulwm
wcals.”
The CHEJ. l'uuwunCnm
For Hazardous Wasies, is a

effons in CHE
mmu&mﬁlwmm‘m
nationwide about toxic wasies and haz-
ardous chermicals.
=1t isn’t clear what levels are accepable,
and people aren’t being given any answers
wwmum . very
" Lester said. 'quyll.rylﬂl'ln
pwphwwwundumnum
fact there is no ‘natural’ level of PCBs in
. Nobody

PCB exposures are dermal.”

Dermal effects are the only clear<ul
health effects linked 10 PCB and dioxin
exposure.

Chloracne is a ﬁ_i._l! effect of exposure.

The severs

which are usually located in 8 “C™ shaped
pattem ot the temples. the back of the neck
and in the area of the scrotum.

Kaley admits that transient elevations of
liver enzymes can arguably be an effect of
PCB exposure. but cautions that studies are
not consistent.

A sudy published in 1995 and conduct-
ed by Dr. Renate D, Kimbrough of the
Insutute for Evaluaung Health Risks,

Wi ;

you look ai “normal’ levels. there really 15
no ‘normal’ level.”

Pan of the reason the public can't get

information is that science doesn’t have the
answers. Lester sad.

Studying the studies

simply because of a lack of control groups

un"ﬂuchlusmdy.

ical studies are divided ino
wo catepones. morbidity studies. which are
studhes of human illness. and monality stud-
ies, which are studies of causes of death.

A study from the Center for
Environmental and Human Toxic
the Unlnrlu! of Florida in Ganesvil

m;unu.-l-d:uuul'kmm
over S0 years.

“This Iiterature. though extensive. is
somewhat fragmented.” said the repon on
the siudy done by dociors. . Com-
piled by expents from the University of

Baylor College of Medicine, and
the University of Louisville, addressed stud-
wes which include the liver. lungs. skin, car-
Muwhrljmm-ymm

systems. the Y5
tem. and the gastrosntestinal and unnary
racts.

“Afver careful analysis, the weight of
evilence sSugpests Illt only adverse II.I-Ith

Although the suthors found “no associalion
between birth weight. head circumference
or presence of jaundice and levels of the

i wn any of the b matri-

Hypotonicity is a condition oﬂuvmg
abnormally low 1ension or tone, especially
of the muscles.

A follow-up study of infants from the
ongnal study were lesied on the Bayley
Scale of Infan Development. which is a
device used 10 measure the development

of infants over the first iwo-and-
one-half years of life. The test consists of
three scales: mental. motor and behavior
record.

The most studies on i
uter exposure 10 PCBs have been conduct
ed by Joseph L. Jacobson and Sandra W.
Jacobson.

These studies concentrated on infants
and children who had been exposed in wiern
10 PCBs. The PCBs were present in their
mathers’ bodhes.

The Jacobsons found developimenial and
cogmtve dysfuncuons associated with fish

effects Iugh.

and p jprenatal expo-
sure 1o PCBs.

e taken by the EPA revealed a level of
7.325 pans per millon.

Lunng Soluta’s cleanup effons, soil
was remediated, or cleaned up 10 a level of
10 pans per million o less

Lester poinis out that S0 pans per mil-
Thon 15 not a number based on health effects.
but rather 15 a number “denved more than
25 years ago that was just a namber of con-
vemence.”

As on analogy. Lester compares the S0
parts per million in PCBs with the action
level of dioxin, which 1s no
pan per billion. which is 5 tirmes.
lower. “Many PCBs have dioxin-like activi-
|y 50 the: mhmrﬁwﬂpﬂ\-

lemns as

Levels in air and waler present many of
the same difficulues since the least level
m;wummmyum

conclusively determined.

Since PCBs tend 1o cling 1o onganic mai-
ter, such as soil. and are not as volatile m
water. il sands (o reason that levels in water

mm

These studies have been criucized for
unuuumu(ﬂ-mnlmm
of

mmwm stanstical compansons of
exposed and control subjecis.

This criicism addresses a problem with
human studies: Scientists are limited in the
study of human subjects exposed 10 PCBs.
Mystery of the people

The lack of conclusive evidence

and air are not at the same concentrations as
in soil.

“"When you have hot summer conditions
as you do in Alabama. for example, you're

1 " ruhhnmnhlm&:m-ﬂm-
v for soil pathways.” the uymmn\mu Lester said.

reporn said, levels may high Air samples taken by both the EPA and
wnwm“m:"nf Soluua confirm that are i AnRiston

one year.
Dr. Rick Canady. the ATSDR 's senior

air a1 levels that are above what are seen in
other urban setings, Canady said.

However. Canady said, it's not ime 1o
worry yet about air levels. “1 really do wam
1o find out mone about wr levels. We've

toxicologist and a principal author of the
“Because sampling meth-
ods are not known for the ... data. there 15 o

report. continued:

uﬂylmlnldmliy:hulllﬁ!wpl“u
the Soluua Close 1o look 10

of
fairly high degree of uncenunty regarding see if we can find more of it. but not hagh
:Ch:a.::::n nulu-:'!lem is precisely point IL soil "'"‘"'?',‘: mn;-duu concem about
¥ pathways. health, L

I:hmmﬂmmmmmdmh This analysis leaves
T o whethe the ol

INo one is more aware of this problem m o
than Lois Mane Gibbs. Delaction of o S0

Mrs. Gibbs serves as executive direcior -per-million level
of CHEJ. She was the organizer of the Love of PCBs in soil requires
Canal Homeowners Association. a acuon
formed when ressdents of a Niagara Falls, ng 1o the Toxic
N.Y.. community discovered Control Act,
were built on 1op of a 20,000 1on loxic- L
chemical dump. mulmm

“What we all believed five years ago or ided 10
maybe even as hitle as three years ago of Community
about taxicity of this chemical has changed  Against Pollution. or
dramancally,” Mrs. Gibbs said. C‘:: ;‘_"""‘*'I;:r’

She believes the problem is that the set-  © e imnrd
ting of standards has not caught up 1o the "rm'mm”
new science and whal new science is say- mb’;nm.lﬂ:-"
ing. “Most of the science now is loolung at
enfants, breasi-fed babies and in wiens expo- i
sure. specifically 1o dioxins and PCBs.” “:jf“‘:""l';"*

indic a jevel

How much s too much? 17.74 pans per million.

Even though data in the ATSDR's repon
s tempered with a “hagh degree of uncer-

Al ths same loca-
won, however. a second




ABOUT THE PCB SPECIAL SECTION AND STORY SERIES

To write this award-winning series, | not only talked to
Federal agencies on site, spoke with State agencies in
Montgomery, visited scientists at Solutia (Monsanto) in
Anniston, but also went door-to-door on foot in
neighborhoods where people could not afford
telephones. | introduced myself and told them | was
writing a series to help everyone understand why people
dressed in “space suits,” or protective clothing and masks
to prevent contamination, were drilling samples in sail,
former business sites and in some cases, front yards

Everyone | spoke to was courteous, kind, and thanked me
for trying to help. It remains one of the most wonderful
experiences of my journalism career, a true grassroots
effort to help those who needed it the most.

Additionally, my series of stories about PCB and heavy
metal contamination, public meetings and the special
series | wrote resulted in winning multiple state and
national awards and a John J. Knight Fellowship in
Journalism at the Centers for Disease Control in Atlanta.
My series of stories are now part of the curriculum of
studies about PCB’s and heavy metal contamination in
colleges and universities throughout the world.

--Katherine R. Dougan
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Twisters leave path
of death, destruction

M 9-year-old boy
among five killed in

 Pantotoc, Gounty,..,
By Katherine R. Dougan,
Theresa Klely
and Andy Kanengiser
Clarion-Ledger Stati Writers
PONTOTOC —Evan
Nixon died in the midst of
his 10th birthday party, one
of five people killed when a
tornado tore through this

W Musgrove seeks emer-
gency disaster aid, 4A .

<M More photos on the mﬁl

clarionledger.com

north Mississippi commu-
nity, leaving dozens of oth-
ers injured and more than
1,000 homeless, o
His stepdad, dlggmg
through the rubble, found
him and cradled the dying

boy in his arms,
The five killed in Missis-
_ sippi Saturday night were

qtalcs ofArkansas Kansas,
Minnesota and Nebraska.
Across Mississippi, 509
‘homes were destroyed or
sustained major damage in,
the storms, according to

state and local emergency

management officials.
“It took 10 seconds, and

among death toll of 10
-, read throlighout ég 3

they (homes) were gone,”

said Leflore County Dis-
trict 5 Supervisor Arvel
Burden, reached on his

damage in his district in
Greenwood on Sunday.

. “Tt was rough up in this
area,” Burden said. “ It's
dmtauugto see what :t
s did

Leflore, Couuty had 27_

homes destroyed or with

major damage, but thgt-

paled in comparison to Pon-
totoc County, the state's
hardest hit with 360 homes

cell . dﬁm%r sevegwih‘&

With wind speeds peak-
ing at 150 miles per hour,
the tornado dropped from
the night sky onto a home.
near the Pontotoc-Calhoun
county line in southwest
Pontotoc County. The |
storm traveled northeast,

‘See STORMS, 4A

Community rallies
to comfort victims

H Some 1,000
residents in need of
shelter after storm

By Robert Schoenberger
Clarion-Ledger Stalf Writer

PONTOTOC — Sunday
morning, as residents of
this close-knit town sur-
veyed the damage done by a
deadly tornado, one thing
was clear — many of their
neighbors needed warm
meals and roofs over their
heads,

Authorities estimate
ahout 360 homes were dam
aged or destroyed when the
twister ripped through
nertheact Nijesie

cipmt on

Rickey Jaggers estimated
that as many as 1,000 peo-
ple are without shelter in
the area, which is home to
about 45,000 people.

But despite the damage,
only one person occupied an
emergency relief shelter set
up Sunday night by the Lee
County/Tupelo chapter of
the American Red Cross.

“We're really surprised
that there haven't been
more people here,” said
Rebecca Dill, assistant shel-
ter manager for the Red
Cross. In fact, a shelter set
up late Saturday night by a
local church had shut down
by Sunday afternoon.

i the Prd

Volnnterre e

J.D. Schwalm ' The Clarion-Ledger
Barbara Marsh picks through what's left of her

kitehon aftar Satirdav's tnrpnadn Har family

Harold Gater: The Clarion-Ledger

FATALITIES IN PONTOTOC

M Betty Clowers, 149E. 10th St.

M Donnie Clowers, 149 E, 10th
St., son of Betty Clowers.

M Michael Seale, 167 E. 10th
St., nephew of Betty Clowers.

M Pegagy Hester, 142 E. 10th St,

These four were in Betty Clowers'
~ home when the storm hit,

M Evan Nixon, 154 E. 10th 3t.,
fourth-arader at D.T. Cox Elemen-




Storms: Damage reported
in several Mississippi counties

From 1A

never lifting from the ground until
it reached the Union county line
23.7 miles away, Pontotoc County
Sheriff Leo Mask said.

The five deaths in Pontotoc
occurred on East 10th Street on
the south side of town,

Killed were Evan of 154 E. 10th
St.; Betty Clowers and her son
Donnie Clowers, both of 149 E.
10th St.; Michael Seale, whois Bet-
ty Clowers’ nephew; and Peggy
Hester, of 142 E. 10th St. Both

Seale and Hester were at the Clow-
ers’ residence when the tornado
struck. 4

Gov. Ronnie Musgrove, who
viewed the storm's destruction
from a helicopter Sunday, was
expected to declare the county a
state disaster area.

The tornado that drove through
Pontotoc Saturday night came
barely a week after storms raked
three north-central Mississippi
counties.

President Bush made the first
disaster declarations of his admin-
istration Friday for Holmes,
Oktibbeha and Lowndes counties.
The destruction Saturday night in
Pontotoc, as well as several other
points throughout the Magnolia
State, may be part of declaration
No. 2.

Robie Vansteenburgh was
walching a football game on televi-
sion Saturday night when a news
bulletin warned of the tornado.

“Everyhody, hit the floor!” he
shouted, as powerful windsfilled the
air, causing the house to explode.

“It sounded like a freight train
was coming through the house. We
all jumped in the hallway and the
house blew apart. Everyone was
everywhere,” Vansteenburgh said,

Minutes later, dazed, injured
and digging through the rubble,
Vansteenburgh pulled Evan, his
nearly 10-year-old stepson from
the rubble.

Evan would have been 10 Sun-
day, Vansteenburgh said. The
youth and four of his friends were
celebrating his birthday and had
just finished eating pizza and cake
when the tornado struck the
Vansteenburghs' East 10th Street
home. He pulled Evan's four
friends from the rubble. They were
injured but OK, Vansteenburgh
said. He pulled his stepson, Evan,
from the rubble last. “I picked him
upand held him in my arms. Icould
tell he was barely alive.”

Once Evan was freed from the
rubble, there were too many trees
and power lines on the roads to get
his stepson to the hospital,
Vansteenburgh said. “It took 45
minutes for the emergency vehicle
to get there,”

From the air, the path of the tor-
nado was clearly visible. Running
diagonally from southwest to north-
east across Pontotoc County, the
twister cut a path up to a mile-wide
in places, leaving an aerial view of
homes and barns turned into match
sticks and crumpled foil.

Where the tornado couldn't
destroy structuresit tore into fresh-
plowed fields, ripping a jagged
trench through the orderly rows.

After crossing Pontotoc County,
the twister lifted back into the
skies,” Mississippi Bureau of Nar-
cotics Chief Pilot Gary White said.
“Sherman is the last spot where we
can find where it was on the
ground,” he said.

Police, emergency response
agenciesand volunteers came from
as far away as Alcorn County, near
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with major damage; 42 farm
buildings destroyed; 36 farm
bulldings with major damage;
41 roads damaged; 2 bridges
damaged; 3 churches with
major damage; 34 vehicles
destroyed.
Union County - 1 home was
estroyed.
Prentiss County - 3 homes
estroyed.
? Lee County - 14 homes
estroyed; 36 homes with
major damage.

the Tennessee state line, Chicka-
saw County, Leake, Lafayette and
Union counties, Mask said.

By Sunday evening, most of the
roads were passable, Director of
Pontotoc County Emergency Man-
agement Services Rickey Jaggers
said.

Thirty-three injured people
were brought into the Pontotoc
Hospital between midnight and 3
a.m, by ambulance and by private
vehicles. Of those 33, five were
dead, Pontotoc Hospital

spokesman Len Grice, said.
One of the 33 was admitted to
Pontotoc Hospital and was listed

Harold Gater T Clarion-Ledger

in good condition Sunday evening.

Inadditiontothe damage caused
in Leflore and Pontotoc counties,
five other north Mississippi coun-
ties reported damage to homes.

In Tallahatchie County, 40
homes and 19 mobile homes were
destroyed, officials say.

In Bolivar County, four homes
were destroyed and two others sus-
tained major damage.

Six homes in Prentiss county

and one home in Union County i

were severely affected, and 14 in
Lee county were destroyed while
36 others sustained major dam-
age.

|
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Families: -
Shelter setup, -
but most seek

family, friends

From 1A

said they believed tornado victims
chose to stay with family and
friends instead of at emergency
shellers.

“We always try to pull together
as a community when something
like this happens,” Pontotoc May-
or Bill Rutledge said. “Still, it's |
going to take along time to recover ¢4
from this. This is the kind of town ™
where when one of us hurts, we all
hurt.”

Volunteers at the West Heights
Baptist Church said they housed
three people late Saturday, but by
Sunday morning, family members
or friends had claimed their board-
ers.

The volunteers said they fed
about 1,000 tornado victims and
emergency workers Sunday, most-
ly from food donated by residents
and area restaurants.

“We've had food coming in and
going out all day long,” said volun-
teer Rose Mitchell. “A lot of
churchesin Tupeloand some of the
other towns sentalot.”

Ernestine Rosenbaum began
preparing meals and helping
arrange sleeping space for home-
less neighbors at 1:30 Sunday
morning.

She finally decided to go home
at about 8 p.m., as the last of the
emergency workers who had come
to restore power had finished eat-

ing.

“We'll be back (today) at 5 a.m.
for breakfast,” Rosenbaum said.
“There are plenty of people left
who still need feeding.”




‘We all jumped in the hallway and the house blew apart’

J.D. Schwalm/The Clarion-Ledger

Riley and Brenda Seale salvage the family Bible and other items from 10th Street in Pontotoc during Saturday’s tornado. Michael Seale was
the site of their nephew’s home, which was swept from the hilltop on killed along with his aunt, Betty Clowers, and her son, Donnie.
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Page two coverage of the Pontotoc, Mississippi, and surrounding
communities damage from 32.5 mile long, one-mile wide path of a massive
twister that killed five and devastated communities throughout the area.
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As the first strains of Ty
Herndon’s country song, “Living
in a Moment” began to play, a
grill cook and two waitresses
stepped beside the soda machine ;:'I?GTYOI; et m'?;:‘fg’::ﬂ”::;'t‘?mﬂ&?‘tm.

to let the bride pass. wrecker after saying their vows at the Waffle
House on Quintard Avenue Wednesday night.

As Frankie Wilson and her father, Max Dunn, rounded the end of the
Anniston Waffle House counter, the guests — many of them regular
customers — smiled, some dabbing tears from their eyes.

Other diners paused with forks poised in midair, just watching.

Groom Randy Doering waited for his bride in front of the juke box,
which was decorated with an arrangement of pink gladiolas, lavender
blossoms and a pearl white bow.

Some folks might think getting married at the Waffle House is an odd
notion, but for Ms. Wilson and Doering, it was an obvious choice.

The couple met at the Waffle House, where Ms. Wilson has been a
waitress off and on for more than 20 years.

Doering first asked Ms. Wilson out for a date at the Waffle House.

And about two weeks ago, Doering asked Ms. Wilson to marry him at
the Waffle House during rush hour on a Saturday morning.

“We were blowing out the doors, we were so busy (that day),” said
Ms. Wilson’s sister, Traci Gann, who has worked at the Waffle House
for 14 years. “When he asked her to marry him, it stopped her in her
tracks.”

http://www.annistonstar.com/news/news_20000406_5415.html 11/5/2000
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The groom is an on-call wrecker driver in Anniston and a regular
customer at the Quintard Avenue Waffle House.

“I had always noticed him, but he had dated somebody else until a
month before we started going out,” Ms. Wilson said.

The couple started seriously dating two months ago, after Ms. Wilson
had a dream about Doering.

“My sister, Traci, told him I dreamed about him,” Ms. Wilson said.

Most of their courting happened over the Waffle House counter. “Lots
of time he just drank coffee. He’s a wrecker driver and would be on
rotation a lot. He would wait there (Waffle House) until he got a call.
It was like his office, especially on third shift,” Ms. Wilson said.

At lunch time Wednesday, there were no signs of the upcoming
nuptials; however, conversation among employees and regular
customers centered around the wedding.

“One thing about Frankie, she doesn’t do anything halfway,” said
Christy Coggins. Wednesday, Ms. Coggins came in early on her shift
to allow Ms. Wilson time to prepare for the wedding.

Eight hours later, Ms. Wilson was back in the Waffle House saying “I
do” instead of “Do you want your hash browns scattered, smothered
and covered?”

Ms. Coggins expressed no surprise that the couple decided to marry.

“I saw them making goo-goo eyes at each other lots of times, looking
at each other over the counter like teen-agers,” Ms. Coggins said.

The bride’s sister, Ms. Gann, served as matron-of-honor, with Ms.
Wilson’s three daughters and son, and Doering’s son all taking part in
the ceremony.

The Rev. Ralph Hughes said it was the first time he had conducted a
wedding in a Waffle House.

Weddings are not uncommon at a Waffle House, said Jeff Wohl, a
marketing manager for Waffle House Inc. in Norcross, Ga.

“Our customers and associates truly are family. Tonight’s wedding
certainly is not the first and probably will not be the last in a Waffle
House, but they are always exciting,” Wohl said.

After the ceremony, Mr. and Mrs. Randy Doering ran outside into a
rainfall of grits, thrown by the handfuls by well-wishers.

Doering helped his bride climb into a red wrecker parked outside the
entrance.

The sign on the back read: “Just Hitched.”
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afraid.”

— message given by the Blessed Virgin Mary in Medjugorje,
February 15, 1984,

STERRETT

Laden with blankets and Bibles, 3,000 faithful pilgrims trekked along
a rutted, dirt road through a hilly pasture to see the Virgin Mary
appear.

And to some, she did.

She appeared in the same field
Wednesday morning where she
was first sighted 11 years ago by
visionary Marija Pavlovic
Lunetti.

Yugoslavian-born Mrs. Lunetti
first saw the Virgin Mary near a

http://www.annistonstar.com/news/news 19991209 4477 .html 11/5/2000
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first saw the Virgin Mary near a
towering pine tree in the pasture.

In a rare visit, she returned to
Alabama at the request of Frank
Colafrancesco, the founder of
Caritas in Birmingham.

Caritas, which means love, was founded in 1986 and promotes
pilgrimages, sponsors tours and sends newsletters to about 200,000
people in more than 100 countries.

The only two sites that are getting messages are at the site in Alabama
and in Medjugorje, a province in Bosnia-Herzegovina, said Frank
Sariano, a Eucharist minister at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in
Anniston.

Visions have been appearing at Medjugorje for 14 years, Sariano said.

Our Lady appeared to Mrs. Lunetti at about 10:45 Wednesday
morning, according to a witness from Louisiana who would only give
her first name of Mary.

“When she first saw the vision, Marija (Lunetti) immediately stopped
talking,” Mary said. “She blessed the crowd several times and said
she was taking our concerns with her. It was incredible.”

Different people reported that Ms. Lunetti said different things.

Some reported she said: “Do not forget that I am your mother and that
I love you.”

“She asked us to pray for peace in our hearts, family and world,”
added Mary Johnson of Tallahassee, Fla.

Neal Shupe of Anniston wasn’t in the field when Virgin Mary
appeared, but he carried the faithful to and from the site. Shupe drove
an Alabama Limousine bus, starting the first run at 4:15 a.m.

“It’s a very curious situation,” Shupe said. He wasn’t sure how many
faithful he carried to the site, but said he had been hauling them all
day.

Most of the pilgrims on the journey wore hiking boots, jeans and
heavy sweaters for the walk through the muddy pasture.

Shuttle buses carried Christians from Birmingham-area hotels and
parking lots. Vehicles were parked off the sloped sides of the road
leading to the shrine.

The Nixon family traveled from Tallahassee, Fla., to see the Virgin.
They weren’t disappointed.

This was not Jean Nixon’s first trip to see an apparition. She had
attended a Medjugorje conference in Orlando, Fla., but found the visit

http://www.annistonstar.com/news/news_19991209_4477.html 11/5/2000
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to Alabama to be a unique and peaceful experience.

“It had been chilly, but was extremely warm — T-shirt warm —
when the apparition appeared,” Mrs. Nixon said. “I felt all cares were
nonexistent.”

Mrs. Nixon admitted she didn’t actually see anything, but she said the
experience was an overwhelming feeling of peacefulness.

“She’s calling us back to Jesus. She asks for repentance, conversion
and love for one another,” Mrs. Nixon said.

Barbara Ridgeway traveled from her home in Elizabeth, Colo., just
south of Denver, to see the Virgin Mary. She was nearly too
overcome with emotion to speak.

“I can’t describe it; it was just wonderful,” Ms. Ridgeway said, her
eyes glistening with tears.

A statue of the Virgin Mary stands in the protective shadow of a 120-
foot pine tree whose branches reach out into the field like outstretched
arms. A black wrought-iron fence surrounds the holy tree.

A woman bundled in winter clothes prayed fervently at the tree, her
hand outstretched above her head, touching the trunk.

Stones were stacked at the statue’s base. Crevices in the stones were
laden with red roses, notes and gifts.

Two blond-haired little girls, clutching pages from a coloring book,
approached the altar. They had colored pictures of the Blessed Virgin
Mary and placed them at the base of her statue.

A blue plastic bucket filled with gold angel statues sat nearby,
bedecked with red velvet bows and ribbon.

Just uphill from the altar, two elderly women sat cross-legged on an
Indian blanket, eating Vienna sausages from a can with one hand, and
reading from a prayer booklet with the other.

Some pilgrims rested, meditated or prayed. Others formed a line
toward the woods, where two folding chairs sat at the woods’ edge. A
wooden sign identified the place for Confessions, with a robed
minister there to listen.

Tents and ground cloths dotted the field, with several wooden crosses
erected at various locations.

Amid the murmur of prayer and rustle of plastic wrap from lunches, a
man wearing a red satin jacket embroidered with the image of Jesus
slept, leaning against the 6-foot-high cross’s base.

Patrick Hughes of Long Island, N.Y., was there because he said the
Virgin told him to go. He was busy stringing beads, making rosaries

http://www.annistonstar.com/news/news_19991209 4477 html 11/5/2000
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as he talked.

“I’ll give them away eventually, or donate them to Caritas,” Hughes
said.

Mary Allen of New Jersey approached Hughes, asking where he
learned to make rosaries. Soon the two were deep in conversation,
each relating how they came to be at Caritas.

Hughes found a flier about the five-day pilgrimage abandoned on a
bench at his church. A stranger Ms. Allen met gave her a brochure
about the event.

“This is my first trip in my 42 years of life,” Ms. Allen said. “I’m not
sure why I’m here, but (Our Lady will) let me know.

“She leads you. Sometimes you just have to smack yourself, to let
yourself know it’s really happening.”
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| truly did not know what to expect most mornings when | arrived at work as a
general assignment senior reporter at The Anniston Star. This particular morning
my editor said | would be traveling to a cow pasture outside of Birmingham, AL,

where a vision of the Virgin Mary was expected to appear around noon in a
treetop.

A veteran Anniston Star photographer, the late and great Ken Elkins, went with me
on this adventure.

We later confessed to each other that we didn’t “see” anything in the treetop,
however, we did feel a palpable presence we couldn’t explain.

My only regret is that | wore fancy leather boots to work that day, which were
never quite the same after stomping miles through a muddy cow pasture.

--Katherine R. Dougan

http://www.annistonstar.com/news/news_19991209_4477.html 11/5/2000




