
Writing Samples 
     In my career of writing and journalism, I have written 
about everything from an award-winning series about 
PCB and heavy-metal contamination in Alabama to a 
Waffle House wedding. 
     I’ve interviewed tornado survivors who have lost loved 
ones; people who lost everything because of addiction, 
fire and accidents, people who have viewed visions of 
The Virgin Mary in a treetop, musicians of all genres, 
writers, poets carnival workers, the Claus family, war 
survivors, Purple Heart recipients, athletes, ballerinas, 
families, dogs (and their handlers), and more. 
     My bylines have appeared in Daily Newspapers: The 
Evansville (IN) Courier, The Anniston (AL) Star and the 
Clarion-Ledger in Mississippi; the Evansville Courier’s 
county, weekly and bi-monthly publications including: The 
Warrick Co. (IN) Courier, The Posey County (IN) News, 
The Newburgh (IN) Register, The Chandler (IN) Post; the 
Clarion-Ledger’s Weekender and Features section, The 
Clinton (MS) News and The Clinton Courier since 2011. 
     I have written for trade magazines, including Indiana 
Business, my first paid freelance story about the oldest 
pretzel company in Indiana that still hand-twists pretzels 
in Tell City, using a secret family recipe; I have written for 
Pizza Today and Catering Today trade magazines, and 
worked trade shows in Las Vegas. 
     While working at the Anniston Star, I had a byline 
story—above the “fold” -- on the front page of every 
section of an entire Sunday edition, an unlikely goal I set 
for myself and figured I would never accomplish. 
     FRONT: I shared a front page above-the-fold News 
story with the sports editor about the race at Talladega 
(Dale Earnhardt Sr. won). 
     FEATURES: My front-page Features story was about 
Talladega wives that travel with their husbands in 
luxurious travel trailers, enjoying cold beverages on an 
outdoor patio while baking a roast for dinner and 
monitoring their husband’s radio frequency. 
     
 

RELIGION: The front page Religion story featured the 
traveling church that goes from racetrack to racetrack and 
was established by racecar driver Jeff Gordon and his 
former wife. 
     SPORTS: Wrote an at-the-track story about the 
people, fans, infield action, etc. And spent time in the pits 
interviewing racers and crew pit members. 
     Normally journalists shirk from writing weather stories, 
however, I loved the challenge to bring life and 
excitement to a weather story,  
     One week I led the front page for seven consecutive 
days with a weather story about predicted snow that 
never arrived. As the Deep South has no snow removal 
equipment, people panicked and ransacked the stores, 
buying everything in sight. I talked to grocers with empty 
shelves; crazed shoppers; a baker making loaves of 
bread very early in the morning while a line formed 
outside; and I interviewed people who remembered the 
12 inches of snow that debilitated the city and caused 
deaths 20 years before. 
     A fall week in Anniston, when the leaves were at their 
peak of incredible color, a photographer and I went to a 
street with a beautiful, huge Chinese Gingko tree, 
resplendent with color. An elderly woman was pushing a 
wheeled cart under the limbs of the tree, which formed a 
brilliant orange-gold arc over the sidewalk. I stopped to 
chat with her and learned that her neighbors of more than 
50 years, both deceased, planted the tree to celebrate 
when they married and moved into their home, living their 
whole lives there. 
     My stories, interviews and articles have appeared in 
alternative publications such as NEWS4U (Evansville, 
IN), and music and arts magazine, The Weekly Planet, 
The Jackson Free Press and The Nashville (TN) News 
music magazine. My CD and concert reviews have been 
printed in online and print publications too numerous to 
remember.  
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ABOUT THE PCB SPECIAL SECTION AND STORY SERIES 
 

 

 

 

To write this award‐winning series, I not only talked to 
Federal agencies on site, spoke with State agencies in 
Montgomery, visited scientists at Solutia (Monsanto) in 
Anniston, but also went door‐to‐door on foot in 
neighborhoods where people could not afford 
telephones. I introduced myself and told them I was 
writing a series to help everyone understand why people 
dressed in “space suits,” or protective clothing and masks 
to prevent contamination, were drilling samples in soil, 
former business sites and in some cases, front yards  

Everyone I spoke to was courteous, kind, and thanked me 
for trying to help. It remains one of the most wonderful 
experiences of my journalism career, a true grassroots 
effort to help those who needed it the most. 

Additionally, my series of stories about PCB and heavy 
metal contamination, public meetings and the special 
series I wrote resulted in winning multiple state and 
national awards and a John J. Knight Fellowship in 
Journalism at the Centers for Disease Control in Atlanta. 
My series of stories are now part of the curriculum of 
studies about PCB’s and heavy metal contamination in 
colleges and universities throughout the world. 

‐‐Katherine R. Dougan
 



 

 



 

 

  



 



 

 
  CLARION‐LEDGER: 02/26/2001

Page two coverage of the Pontotoc, Mississippi, and surrounding 

communities damage from 32.5 mile long, one‐mile wide path of a massive 

twister that killed five and devastated communities throughout the area. 



 



 





 



 



 

I truly did not know what to expect most mornings when I arrived at work as a 
general assignment senior reporter at The Anniston Star. This particular morning 
my editor said I would be traveling to a cow pasture outside of Birmingham, AL, 
where a vision of the Virgin Mary was expected to appear around noon in a 
treetop. 

A veteran Anniston Star photographer, the late and great Ken Elkins, went with me 
on this adventure. 

We later confessed to each other that we didn’t “see” anything in the treetop, 
however, we did feel a palpable presence we couldn’t explain. 

My only regret is that I wore fancy leather boots to work that day, which were 
never quite the same after stomping miles through a muddy cow pasture. 

‐‐Katherine R. Dougan


